City of Bristol
Bristol, Connecticut
Charter Revision Commission
Public Hearing

There will be a Public Hearing of the Charter Revision Commission to be held on March
16, 2021, at 7:00 PM at City Hall, 111 N. Main Street, 3" floor conference room, Bristol,
Connecticut. The purpose of the meeting is to receive public input on the proposed draft
report’s changes to the charter.

AGENDA
1. Callto order.
2. Introduction of commissioners.
3. Receive public comments on the proposed draft report:

a. Re-numbering of the entire City Charter, Sections 1-66.

b. Sections 12 and 18, City Treasurer, change the City Treasurer from an elected
to an appointed position, provide for an appointment process and making
technical change replacing the term “personnel director” with “director of human
resources.

c. Section 8, Registrars of Voters, change the term of office from a two (2) year
term to a four (4) year term beginning with the November 2022

d. Sections 9, 12 and 12A, to change the term of office of Mayor from a two (2)
year term to a four (4) year term beginning with the November 2023 election,
and to make technical changes to sections 2, 9, 13, 14, 40, 45 and 50 to
accommodate a four (4) year term for the Mayor.
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4. To close the public hearing and adjourn.

Bristol Charter Revision Commission
Per Jon P. FitzGerald, Chairperson
Dated this 41 day of March, 2021

Written communications may be sent to: The Charter Revision Commission c/o The Office
of the Corporation Counsel, City Hall, 111 N. Main Street, Bristol, CT 06010.

Join Zoom Meeting
hitps://bristolct-gov. zoom. us/jf99425231 6427?pwd=NnB1bDJPT3JURNBoOR1 JMNnQrakJCHT09

Meeting ID: 994 2523 1642

Passcode: 123456

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,99425231642# US (Chicago)
+18292056099,,994252316424 1S {New York)

Dial by your location

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US {New York)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1253 215 8782 US {Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 994 2523 1642

Find your local number: hitps://bristolct-gov.zoom.us/u/ahRnXx3YV
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March 4, 2021 - Draft report

Bold underline — additions
[bold brackets] - deletions

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter 1. General provisions.

Sec. 1. Flectors constituted body corporate.
Set. 2. Construction of the charter,

sec, 3. Statutory provisions incorporated.

Sec, 4. Existing [aws and ardinances.

Sec. 5. Savings clause.

Sec. 6. Ethics and conflicts of interest.

Sec. 7. Bond issues.

Sec. 8. Lien fees.

Sec. 9. Unlawful harassment in the workpiace.

Sec. 10. City of Bristol retirement plan.

Sec. 11. Fiscal vear.

Sec. 12. City council districts, voting districts and precincts.
Sec. 13. Caucuses, nominations, city elections.

Sec. 14. Polls; when open.

Sec. 15. Voting machines. Ballots; use of.

Sec. 16, Municipal elections.

Sec. 17, Special elections. Municipal elections.

Sec. 18, Referendum,

Chapter 2, Elected officials - general: Appointive officials.

Sec. 19. Town elections. Town Clerk. Registrars.

Sec. 20. City officers; elective.

Sec. 21. Elective officers; terms; vacancies.

Sec. 22, The treasuret.

Sec. 23, Registrars of voters.

Sec. 24. Appointive officers; terms of office; suspensions.

Sec, 25. City clerk, town clerk: duties,

Sec. 26. Bonds of officials.

Sec, 27. Assessor.

Sec. 28, Tax lists. Filing for assessment.

Sec. 29, Tax coliector.

Sec. 30, Taxes; abatement.

Sec. 31. Comptroller, assistant comptroller, purchasing agent.
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Sec. 32. Building department.

Sec. 33. Director of public works.
Sec. 34. City engineer,

Sec, 35. Chief of police

Sec. 36. Corporation council,

Sec. 37. Director of human resources,

Chapter 3. Mayor and city council.

Sec, 38. Limits on successive terms for mavor and city council.
Sec. 39. The mayor; powers and duties.

Sec. 40. City council meetings.

sec. 41. City council; powers and duties,

Sec. 42. City council; powers concerning streets/lighting.

Sec. 43, Streets and sidewalks.

Sec. 44. Powers of the city council. Streets. .

sec, 45. Liens, street improvements, curbs sidewalks, gutters.
Sec. 46. Building lines.

Sec. 47. Paving. Pipes. Conduits.

Sec. 48, Sewers, sewer connections.

Sec. 49, Assessments for improvements, hearings.

Chapter 4. Boards and commissions.

Sec. 50. Boards and commissions. Meetings.
Sec. 51, Board of finance.

Sec. 52. Board of library directors.

Sec. 53. Board of education.

Sec. 54, Limits on successive terms for board of education commissioners.
Sec. 55. Fire department.

Sec. 56. Fire department, regulation of promotion.

Sec. 57. Department of parks and recreation.

Sec. 58. Public works.

Sec. 59. Palice department and board of police commissioners.
Sec. 60. Police department-merit system.

Sec. 61. Water department-sewage treatment.

Sec. 62. Parking authority.

Sec. 63. Personnel committee.

Sec. 64, Ethics board.

Sec. 65, Zoning commission.
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Chapter 5. Preserved special acts.

Sec. 66. Water department,
Sec. 67. Initiative and removal.
Sec. 68. Recal] of elective officers.

CHARTER

sec. 1. - Electors constituted body corporate. — no change
Sec. 2. - Construction of the charter.

(a) The Town of Bristol shall continue to exist. it shall hold town meetings as hereinafter provided,
for the election of registrars of voters. Said town shall elect no other officers and hold no other meetings.
All other political and legal rights heretofore vested in said town and in the Borough of Bristol, and all
property, property rights and choses in actions heretofore belonging, either to the Town or Borough of
Bristol, shall be vested in the City of Bristol, and said city shall be subject to all obligations which otherwise
would exist against said town or said borough if all these debts are paid.

(b) In the construction of this charter, words importing the masculine gender may be applied to
females and words importing the feminine gender may be applied to males.

{c) In the construction of this charter, the terms personnel director and director of personnel mean
director of human resources.

(d) In the construction of section 66, water department, the reference in subsection {h) to section
fifty-four means sections thirty-seven and sixty-three and the reference in subsection {o) to section
thirty-five means section forty-eight.

Sec. 3. - Statutory provisions incorporated. — no change

Sec. [4] 7. - Bond issues.

The City of Bristol is authorized to issue bonds, notes and other obligations subject to the limitations which
are or may be established by law as to the time of maturity, certification and amount of municipal
indebtedness. [The board of finance of such city shall have the sole power to determine the necessity
of issuing bonds by the City of Bristol, the town of Bristo! or any subdivision thereof or district therein.]

Sec. [5] 22. - City council districts, voting districts and precincts.
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No change to text.
Sec. {6]. 14- Polis; when open.
No change to text.
Sec. [7] 15. - Voting machines. Ballots; use of.
No change to text.
Sec. [8] 19. - Town elections. Town Clerk. Registrars,

No change to text.

Sec. {9] 16. - Municipal elections.

No change to text.
Sec. [10] 17. - Special elections. Municipal elections.
When a vote shall be required to be taken by the electors of the city under the provisions of this charter
or any requirement of law, and when the city council shall deem it expedient that such vote should be
taken at a different time from the municipal election provided for in section nine, the mayor shall call a
special meeting of the electors of the city for the purpose of taking such vote. The call shall specify the

objects for which it is to be held and shall be issued and published as provided in section [nine] sixteen.
Such election shall be conducted in all respects as is herein provided for municipal elections.

Sec. [11] 13. - Caucuses, nominations, city elections.
No change to text.
Sec. [12] 20. - City officers; elective.
(a) -{d}-no change
(e} Any official elected on or after November 7, 2017, who ceases to be a resident and elector of the
City of Bristol, or in the case of a council member who ceases 1o be a resident and elector of the council

district from which he or she was elected, shall thereupon cease to hold such elective office and the
elective office shall be vacant. Vacancies shall be filled in accordance with the provisions of Section [14]

21 or Section [39] 53 as may be applicable.

Page 4 of 28



March 4, 2021 — Draft report

Sec. [12A] 38. - Limits on successive terms for mayor and city council.
No change to tex:.

Sec. [13] 68. - Recall of elective officers.
No change to text.

Sec. [14] 21. - Elective officers; terms; vacancies.
Na change to text.

Sec. [15] 24. - Appointive officers; terms of office; suspensions.

(8} —no change

{b) (1) - (6) —no change

(7} Other due and sufficient cause.
Temporary appointments shall be made to fill vacancies created through removal from
office for cause, terminations, transfers, promotions, expiration of a term, or any other

action which will create a vacancy.

A temporary appointment shall be made for a period not to exceed one hundred
twenty (120} calendar days until a full term appointmeant can be confirmed.

No person shall receive a successive temporary appointment,
Nothing in section [15(b)] 24(b) shall apply to any person who is covered by a collective
bargaining agreement between the city and a labor organization recognized or
certified as the exclusive bargaining representative for such person under the
Municipal Employee Relations Act.
{c} ~(e}-nochange
Sec. [16] 39. - The mayor; powers and duties.
(a) —({f) no change
{g) For the purpose of Section [16] 39 the definition of unable to perform the duties of the office shall

mean.
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(1) Court ordered finding;

{2) Any time the mayor is admitted to an acute medical care facility, unless or until the treating
physician for the admitted elected official provides certification, in writing to the director of
human resources who shall notify the town clerk, that the official is able to perform the duties of
the office; or ‘

(3) Any time the mayor shall undergo a medical procedure which shall reguire the administration of
sedation or general anesthesia, unless or until the treating physician for the elected official
provides certification, in writing to the director of human resources who shall notify the town

clerk, that the official is able to perform the duties of the office.

{h) — no change.

Sec. [17] 25. - City clerk, town clerk; duties.
No change to text.

Sec. [18] 22. - The treasurer.
No change to text.

Sec. [19] 23. - Registrars of voters.
No change to text.

Sec. [20] 40. - City council meetings.
No change to text,

Sec. [21] 41. - City council; powers and duties.
No change to text.

Sec. [22] 42. - City council; powers concerning streets and lighting.
No change to text.

Sec. [23] 26. - Bonds of officials.
No change to text.
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Sec. [24] 11, - Fiscal year.
No change 1o text.
Sec. [25] 51. - Board of finance.

(a) —(s) no change

[{z)

The comptroller, assistant comptroller and purchasing agent in office on the effective date of the
enactment of this charter shall continue to hold office and may be removed only for cause. They shaii
be bonded in an amount to be determined by the board of finance. As hereinafter provided, the
comptroller, assistant comptroller and purchasing agent shall be nominated by the mayor and
appointed by the city council for terms of four years each. The mayor shall notify such comptroller,
assistant comptroller, or purchasing agent, as the case may be, at least one menth prior to the
expiration of such persori's term in writing that such person will or will not be renominated, When a
vacancy exists, the assistant comptroller shall function untif such time as a comptrolier is appointed. In
the absence of the comptroller and assistant comptroller from the city or their inability to perform the
duties of the office for whatever reason, the mayor shall name an acting comptroller of the city of
Bristol, and said acting comptroller shall have the powers and discharge the duties of the comptroller
while so acting. The comptroller shall act as clerk of the board of finance. Such clerk shall accurately
record the doings of the board and shall be the custodian of all its books, papers and data relating to
the conduct of its business. The comptroller shall perform for the city the usual duties of such office or
such additional duties for the city and its districts as the board shall designate. The comptroller shall
examine all bills ordered paid by the city council or the board, or of any department, except as herein
otherwise provided, and, on the approval of any bills by the city council or the board or such
department, shall draw an order on the city treasurer for the payment of the same. All orders on the
city treasurer shall be signed by the comptroller. Upon a written order of the mayor, the comptrolier
shall withhold payment of any bills in controversy. The comptrolier shall keep ali the accounts of the
city in such manner as may be provided for by the board. The comptroller shall, at any time when
directed by the mayor or city council, examine the accounts, books, bills, and the methods of conducting
business of any department of the city government, and of any officer of the city, and shall report
thereon to the mayor and city council. All the books, accounts, vouchers and memoranda in the office
of the comptroller shall, at all times during usual business hours when not required in actual use, be
open to the inspection of the public. The minute book shall be open to the inspection of the public.]

[{u)] (£}
When it may be advantageous to the city by reason of cash discounts or otherwise, bills or accounts legally

contracted by any board or commission and approved by it, may be ordered paid by the comptroller in
such cases and subject to such limitations as may be provided by the hoard.
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[(v)] (u)

All contracts for the borrowing of money, including bonds, notes and other obligations of the city or town,
or any subdivision thereof or district therein shall be countersigned by an agent designated by the board.
No contract, except contracts of employment, involving the expenditure of money, shall bind the city
unless countersigned by an agent of the board. No contract of employment for all or any part of any
ensuing fiscal year shall bind the city until the budget of the city for such fiscal year shall have been
approved by the board. When any department shall exceed its appropriation during any fiscal year, ail
original contracts of employment made in that department after the adoption of the budget for the fiscal
year, may be terminated forthwith or at any time thereafter by the board. The board shail have power 1o
borrow money, shall authorize the issuance of notes and determine the amount to be issued and shall
apportion such moneys as it shall determine necessary for the benefit of the city and tax districts existing
or which may be created. The hoard of finance of such city shall have the sole power to determine the
necessity of issuing bonds by the City of Bristol, the town of Bristol or any subdivision thereof or district
therein.

[w] (v)

The board shall have sole power to determine the necessity for issuing bonds by the city and town of
Bristol, or any subdivision thereof or district therein. The members of the board of finance shall constitute
a board of sinking fund commissioners for the city. The board of sinking fund commissioners, as a whole
or acting through a sub-committee, shall have the care and management of any sinking fund already
established or that may be established, to provide for the payment of the principal and interest of the
bonds issued by the city. The board shall act as fiscal agents for all other funds which are the property of
the city of Bristol except as otherwise provided.

[0 (w)

The board of finance, as fiscal agent for city funds, may deposit, invest and reinvest the same as allowed
for a municipality by and in accordance with the statutes of the State of Connecticut, as the same may be
amended from time to time. The board may authorize the city treasurer to deposit, invest, or reinvest city
funds pursuant to this section. Neither said sinking fund nor any part thereof shall ever be used by the
City in any other way than for the redemption and payment of such bonds. Any sinking funds of the city,
established by law, shall be continued for the purposes for which such funds were created.

()1 {x}

Any agency or district, whether authorized to carry out state or to carry out local functions of government,

which is required by statute to render or cause to be rendered any public service requiring an expenditure

of the city's money from the treasury of said city, or any contract involving borrowing of money for the

city or any subdivision thereof, shall first submit an estimate of the proposed expenditure or borrowing,

with the statement of the necessity therefor, to the board. The board shall determine whether any such

proposed expenditure or borrowing is necessary and, if necessary, the amount thereof. |t may, at any
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time, summon before it any officer of said city for information, consultation and advice upon the affairs
of the city.

Leal g ]

The board of finance annually shall make appropriation for the expenses and maintenance of the city and
including the debt of the former first taxing district. Upon completion of the grand list, the city council
and the board of finance shall meet in joint meeting for the purpose of laying a tax on persons and
property in the city, and a proper rate bill therefor shall be prepared and signed, and a tax laid and
collected in the same manner as is provided for herein for the rate bill.

Sec. [26] 27. - Assessor.

No change to test.

Sec. [27] 28. - Tax lists. Filing for assessment.

Mo change to text.
Sec. [28] 29. - Tax collector.

No change to text.
Sec. {29] 8. - Lien fees.

No change to text.
Sec. 30. - Taxes; abatement. — no change
Sec. [31] 43. - Streets and sidewalks.
The city council shall have power to designate or alter the width, course, height, grade and level of the
streets of said city and to order the owner or owners of land and buildings fronting on highways and
streets of said city, to make suitable walks of such material as it may deem proper, and to designate the
time within which the same shall be done and the manner of doing it. it shall have the further power to
order each such owner to provide and erect such railings or guards along the sidewalks in front of the
owner's premises as public safety may require and to keep the owner’s sidewalk in repair. The city is also
authorized to perform all work and to provide all necessary material for improvements of streets, curbs,

gutters and sidewalks, and repairs to sidewalks, as may be ordered by the city council, and it may assess
the cost or a portion thereof upon property benefited thereby as is provided by section [thirty-seven]

forty-four hereof.
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